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We are still in a situation both in Wrington and in VLB where all activity is at a standstill
and we have no idea when it will be able to recommence. So there is no news from either place.
However 10th October marks the tenth anniversary of the signature of the Charter of friendship
between Wrington and VLB. It will  be marked by a Zoom get together of  people from both
communities and a virtual clinking of glasses.

News from France
• Like the UK and other countries France has seen a large spike in Covid-19 cases and a

number of lockdown measures are in force including compulsory wearing of facemasks
and a 10.00 pm closing time for bars and restaurants.

• There are close cultural and other ties between France and Lebanon. President Macron 
was the first world leader to visit Beirut following the huge explosion that ripped through
its port on August 4th, killing at least 137 people and injuring 5,000. He later organised a 
UN conference which helped raise €250 million in aid pledges. There are around 23,000 
French people in Lebanon and around 210,000 Lebanese people in France. Although  
French ceased to be an official  language in  Lebanon in 1943, around a third of the 
population still speak it and it is Lebanon's second language. It is used on bank notes and 
on certain signs and buildings. The country’s founding laws were all written in French. 
There are many French language schools in Lebanon.

• The new website for UK citizens living in France to apply for residency there after the
end of this year has been delayed again.

• Two people have been seriously injured in a knife attack in Paris close to the former
Charlie  Hebdo offices  where  Islamist  extremists  killed  12 people in  2012.  Police  are
treating this as another Islamist terrorist attack.

• The French government is unfazed by  reports of possible huge jams of lorries moving to
and from the UK and France in early 2021. Although the UK government is taking steps to
ease the problems caused by new paperwork, France is not and the full impact of border
controls and custons checks will be faced by vehicles entering and leaving France. There
is still no agreement on what rules will govern the use of the Channel Tunnel when the
transitional period ends and there are some fears that trains will be halted.

• Some, but not all, British banks are currently considering closing accounts of Britons
living in the EU before 2021 in view of new complications expected for the banks next
year. The problem has arisen because no agreement has been reached on a continuation
of 'financial passporting' rules after the end of 2020.

La Confrérie des Chevaliers du Tastevin
The Association of Knights of the Wine-tasting Cup is an association created in 1934 to

defend and promote the interests of the wines and cuisine of Burgundy.  It now has some 12,000
members worldwide. Ever since its creation in 1934, the Confrérie des Chevaliers du Tastevin has
set itself the task of promoting Burgundy, notably its wines and cuisine, preserving and reviving
its traditional festivals, folklore and customs, and encouraging the development of tourism in
the region. It is based in the Château du Clos de Vougeot, near Beaune. The château, which has
its origins in the 12th century hosts receptions for its  confrères in grand style. To become a
member  of the Confrérie you have to be sponsored by two other members.

The Confrérie has branches in many countries (but not the UK). The Chevaliers, whether
in France at Vougeot or abroad, meet only to share views and brotherhood over a glass of the
nectar of the gods. 



Provence
Provence  is  a  geographical  region  and  historical  province  of  southeastern  France,  which

extends from the left  bank of the lower  Rhône to the west to the Italian border to the east, and is
bordered by the Mediterranean to the south. It has no political or administrative  significance, although it
largely corresponds with the modern administrative region of Provence-Alpes-Côte d'Azur.  The largest
city is Marseille, which claims to be the second largest city in France, but then so does Lyon. The word
'Provence' must not be confused with 'province' which literally means 'provinces', but which is used,
rather disparingingly, particularly by Parisians, to mean anywhere that is not in the  Paris region. It also
has to be said that many people in Provence view Parisians as foreigners.

Although Provence includes the coastal areas of the Bouches-du-Rhône, the Var and the Alpes-
Maritimes, to experience the real Provence you need to go inland to the rural area South of Carpentras,
where you may get the feeling that, even if time has not stopped still, it has slowed down considerably. 

                            The perched village of Venasque, near Carpentras

If you want to experience a provencal  city go to Aix-en-Provence, home of Cézanne and an
important cultural and university centre. This area can easily be reached from the airports of Lyon,
Marseille, Nice or Grenoble. It is an area of lush vegetation and charming old villages, the best-known
of which, to most British people, is perhaps Ménerbes, immortalised by Peter Mayle in his book A Year
in Provence. Many of the villages are perched precariously on hillsides. Provence also includes the
Lubéron National Park, with mountain ranges of up to 1,250 metres.

Provence is an area of hot summers and fairly cold winters. It produces fruit and vegetables
(delicious cherries and melons) and is also justly famous for its wines. If you start at the northern end,
just to the East of the Rhône, you will find the villages of Gigondas and Vacqueyras, where some of the
best Rhône wines are produced and close by is Beaumes-de-Venise,  famous for  its desert  wines.
Further  south  is  Châteauneuf-du-Pape,  famous for  its  red  wines  (although  it  also  produces  white
wines). Further to the south-east are to be found most of the vineyards producing rosé wines, probably
the best-known product of Provence and hugely popular. Provence is an area best enjoyed in the late
Spring or early   Autumn when the weather is pleasant and  there are fewer tourists. It is a region to be
enjoyed in a lesiurely relaxed fashion, so you can soak up the atmosphere in the leafy village squares
as well as the wine. A special treat for opera lovers might be an excursion to nearby Orange to see an
opera in the famous open air arena a few kilometres north of Avignon.



Charlie Hebdo
Who remembers  Charlie  Hebdo?   It  is  a  French  satirical weekly  magazine,  featuring

cartoons,  reports,  polemics,  and jokes.  Irreverent  and  stridently  non-conformist  in  tone.  It
describes  itself  as  above  all  secular,  skeptic,  and  atheist,  far-left-wing,  and  anti-racist,
publishing articles about the extreme right, religion,  politics and  culture. Its offices in Paris
were the target of two terrorist attacks a few years ago, both presumed to be in response to a number
of controversial anti-Islam cartoons it published.  The attacks gave rise to a great deal of support for the
right  to free speech and to publish offensive material.  Charlie Hebdo nevertheless continues to be
published and, for those who might be interested in this kind of publication, it is available on line.

 Charlie Hebdo is back in the news because of two stabbings that happened a few days ago
close by (see above). (In case you might be asking yourself, 'Hebdo' is a shortening of 'hebdomadaire',
meaning 'weekly').

In support of language learning

ANTHONY HANCOCK


